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Lawmakers to get 


BY RANDY ELLIS 
Staff Writer 
rellis@oklahoman.com 


The Oklahoma Legislative 
Compensation Board voted 
Thursday to cut lawmakers’ 
pay by 8.8 percent. 

The vote was 4-3, with some 
board members who voted 
“no” speaking out in favor of 
even deeper cuts. 

“I’m afraid TIl be the hand 
grenade here,” said board 
member Christian Brim. “I 
would recommend a reduction 
of at least 50 percent.” 
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The 8.8 percent pay cuts are 
scheduled to take effect next 
year, following the election in 
November. 

“Oklahomans right now, 
today, are frustrated with the 
state Legislature,” said board 
Chairman Wesley Milbourn. 
“Groups coming to the state 
Capitol protesting and holding 
signs. We’ve all seen it on the 
news. Those are the ones being 
affected and our job is to look 
out for Oklahomans and do 
what’s in the best interest for 
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“Oklahomans right now, 
today, are frustrated with 


the state Legislature.” 
Wesley Milbourn 
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Stillwater roots, Spanish 
explorers and lizards. 
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8% pay cut 


Fundraisers continue 
during special session 


BY SEAN MURPHY 
Associated Press 


plugging a $215 million hole in 
the state budget. 
The Associated Press 


Oklahoma legislators have 
been raising thousands of dol- 
lars from lobbyists at lavish 
fundraisers during a special 
session limping into its eighth 
week, yet they’ve failed to 
make much progress toward 
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Relatives were joined by veterans groups Thursday afternoon in a small cemetery in rural Pontotoc County to bury the remains of U.S. 
Marine Pvt. Vernon Keaton, who was killed aboard the USS Oklahoma when it was attacked by Japanese warplanes at Pearl Harbor 
on Dec. 7, 1941. His remains were recently identified and flown back to Oklahoma earlier this week. [PHOTO BY JIM BECKEL, THE OKLAHOMAN] 


Almost 76 years after 
Pearl Harbor, Oklahoman 
returned to state 


BY MATT DINGER 
Staff Writer 
mdinger@oklahoman.com 


ADA — Under a gray November 
sky, a man killed 75 years ago 
aboard the USS Oklahoma was 
finally laid to rest next to his 
parents. 

The remains of Pvt. Vernon 
Paul “Buck” Keaton, 18, were 
interred Thursday afternoon 
at Lula Cemetery in Pontotoc 
County. About 75 people 
attended the funeral at the 
small cemetery southeast of 
Ada. 

The casket was escorted 
to its final resting place by 
members of the Patriot Guard 
on motorcycle. 

Among Keaton’s family 
members were veterans who 


Vernon as his remains were 
carried to the graveside. 

“It is with pride and a sense 
of peace that we say to ... one 
of America’s children, welcome 
home,” the Rev. Dale Smith 
said. 

After the attendees lifted 
their heads from a prayer, the 
flag was lifted from the cas- 
ket, and seven Marines gave a 
three-volley salute to one of 
their own. 

Taps was played before the 
flag was folded and presented 
to Keaton’s nearest living rela- 
tive, Sandra Sue Lewis, 78, of 
Weleetka. 

The Marines presented the 
flag to Lewis, who was also 
offered words and gifts from 
members of the Patriot Guard 
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Vernon Keaton, 18, is is shown just before leaving for 


obtained invitations to a dozen 
scheduled fundraisers held 
over the past few weeks for 
some of the Legislature’s top 
Republican leaders, including 
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School 
plans to 
add 6th, 


7th grades 


Downtown charter set 
to expand next year 


BY BEN FELDER 
Staff Writer 
bfelder@oklahoman.com 


An elementary charter school 
in the heart of downtown Okla- 
homa City will expand to mid- 
dle school next year, which will 
be located inside the Myriad 
Botanical Gardens. 

John Rex Charter Elementary 
opened in 2014 in a new school 
building across the street from 
the gardens. 

On Thursday, the John Rex 
board of directors approved 
the addition of sixth grade, 
with seventh grade likely to be 
added in 2019. 

“Families of current JRCES 
students have repeatedly asked 
the school to create a path for 
their children from pre-K all 
the way through high school,” 
said Joe Pierce, the John Rex 
head of school. “We are thrilled 
to expand our launch pad of 
learning and discovery in the 


gardens.” 
When John Rex first 
opened downtown, leaders 


saw it as a major step forward 
in making downtown Okla- 
homa City a livable commu- 
nity, especially as more hous- 
ing units continue to open and 
attracted more families to the 
urban core. 

Nearly 28 percent of current 
John Rex students live down- 
town, according to beginning- 
of-the-year enrollment figures 
from the school. 

John Rex leaders had long 
said there was a plan to add 
more grades in order to even- 
tually serve students all the 
way to12th grade. 

Approximately 80 seats will 
be available for sixth-grade 
students next year, which will 
be located in event space at the 
Myriad Gardens. 

A $1 million grant from the 
Inasmuch Foundation will fund 
the space’s transformation into 
classrooms, along with school- 
specific security features. 
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joined the Marines in saluting 


Marine boot camp. [PHOTO PROVIDED] 


TODAY’S PRAYER 

Almighty God, we can be coura- 
geous because You promise never 
to abandon or forsake us. Amen. 
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